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“What Can I Do?” 

Several thousand foreign stu- 
dents are now entering colleges and 
universities all over America, but 
their real understanding of our na- 
tion and our culture will depend 
upon their friendly contacts with 
Americans as people. Only by visit- 
ing American families in their 
homes can these students develop 
as channels of goodwill across in- 
ternational lines. 

In a few weeks these new stu- 
dents will begin to feel their first 
pangs of loneliness and strange- 
ness, and if they are never able to 
reach out beyond that sense of 
aloneness, they may return home 
well educated but bitter and 
resentful. But if they learn our 
way of life through personal ex- 
perience in our homes, from genu- 
ine opportunities for friendship, 
they will go back as ambassadors 
of goodwill and peace. 

A prominent industrialist in Cal- 
cutta today speaks with a deep af- 
fection of the family that made 
him “one of their own” while he 
was attending Cornell University; 
he tries to repay them through sim- 
ilar courtesies to Americans visit- 
ing in India. A businessman in Tok- 
yo lost most of his possessions dur- 
ing the war, yet among the few 
treasures which he and his family 
clung to was an old photograph 
album filled with pictures of the 
friends he made during his college 
years in South Dakota. 

Here is an effort in international 
living —a pipeline to peace — in 
which any American family can 
have a part. For all of us live in 
reach of some college, institute or 
university where foreign students 
are enrolled. Get in touch with 
foreign students through others on 
the campus whom you know, or 
write to the dean; arrange to bring 
a student or two to your home for 
a meal, for a week-end, for a 
holiday. You wiil find that you are 
enriching the experience of your 
own family and building another 
path towards a peaceful world. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


NEW DEDICATION: One cannot journey through the world to- 
day, talking to friends of other nationalities, or watching the foreign 
press, without being shocked by the difference between what Americans 
are being told and consequently what many think, and what is really hap- 
pening. As a result we are never prepared for what happens. For instance: 
The American press was exultant over the U. S. rejection of 
Egypt’s Aswan Dam project, when suddenly the Suez crisis struck. This 
was a jolting surprise because the U. S. officialdom and our press had 
ignored the Bandung Conference of Asian-African nations which met 
last year, and what it represented. Suez is the first fruit of Bandung. 

The American people are being told that communism hasn’t 
changed, that politically and economically Red China just doesn’t exist, 
that Nehru is communistic (with little mention of the Indian revolution) 
and that Nasser of Egypt is a Hitlerian dictator. But throughout the 
world, it is vividly evident that communism has greatly changed, that Red 
China has become an immense, unavoidable fact, that Nehru and Nasser 
are the most potent political figures of our day, with both of them arro- 
gant towards the West because they have both suffered much arrogance 
from the West. (Nehru spent many years in British prisons.) The rest of 
the world is well aware that Nehru is against communism and that the 
Indian revolution offers the greatest hope of stopping communism. 

The most highly regarded scholar-observers, Walter Lippmann, Ar- 
nold Toynbee, George Kennan, Hans Morganthau and many others, have 
warned that America cannot pursue such distortions and delusions in a 
nuclear age — without great penalty. 

Certainly the Christian mind should dissociate itself from this dis- 
loyalty to truth. Should not this be the first step to recovery? 

Having had this problem brought so sharply to mind on numerous 
occasions while visiting with friends of Between The Lines throughout 
Asia and the Near East, we feel that the least we can do is to devote this 
newsletter more pointedly towards this need. (Perhaps this sentiment is 
heightened by the fact that these words are being written in that part of 
Asia Minor where St. Paul and other apostles preached and so many 
Christians suffered and died for the truth they had found.) We are, there- 
fore, removing from the masthead our former statement of policy — 
which served well during its era — and will, with our next issue, replace 
it with the following: 

Our free Christian society is made possible by the dissemina- 
tion of truth for which a free press is essential. Despite all their 
other fine qualities, the daily press and radio are compelled by eco- 
nomic necessity to cater to the most materialistic and sensational in 
popular tastes, and, along with the leading news weeklies, to yield to 
the economic, political and military pressures that play upon narrow 
provincialism and our national prejudices. The mass media, there- 
fore, are not adequate for the Christian mind which would main- 
tain its dedication to truth. For this more discerning public, Between 
The Lines presents carefully selected reports, analyses and forecasts, 
highly condensed and drawn from the most authoritative sources, 
which provide the Christian layman with greater insight and under- 
standing of the crucial issues of the day. These efforts are dedicated 
to the belief that only as our society is motivated by the Judaic- 
Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent 
in war and communism and move forward out of the tribalism of men 
towards the fuller realization of brotherhood in the kingdom of God. 


Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in a nuclear age. 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Revolution by Sharing 

Although the Indian Government 
is sponsoring an ambitious program 
of community development proj- 
ects, cottage industries, plans for 
public health and education, all 
aimed at village rehabilitation, it is 
significant that Indian leaders look 
with more confidence to the efforts 
that base rehabilitation upon indi- 
vidual initiative and an inner spir- 
itual upsurge than upon state pro- 
grams imposed from within. This 
should, if it were known, have great 
appeal to the American capitalist 
mind. The Bhudan land reform 
movement is perhaps the most sig- 
nificant of all non-Government in- 
dependent efforts. 

This is land reform plus, land re- 
form which cultivates a spiritual 
commitment that goes to the root 
of the social structure, that enlists 
the participation of both rich and 
poor. (Great emphasis is placed on 
the need for those who have little 
to share with those who have less, 
as well as upon the need for the 
rich to share.) This movement is 
headed by Vinova Bhave, disciple 
of Gandhi, who has been walking 
over India during past years, per- 
suading the landowners to give one- 
sixth of their holdings to landless 
peasants. He urges that this be an 
expression of a religious experience 
in life that causes the donor to act 
because in so doing he multiplies 
and enriches his own life. Bhave 
lives the life of a holy man, rises at 
3 a. m. daily, bathes and prays for 
an hour, walks 10 to 15 miles to the 
next village center, councils with 
the leaders there. In the afternoon 
he holds a prayer meeting which is 
usually attended by a large gather- 
ing, after which he receives the 
land donations. Over four million 
acres have been given so far, but 
one is constantly reminded that 
the actual amount of land is not so 
important as the psychological ef- 
fect on the life and thought of all 
India. The Government is making 
an effort to follow up the move- 
ment by village programs which 


teach improved agricultural meth- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Revolution by Sharing 
(continued) 

ods to the recipients of the land 

donations. 

Bhudan in Hindi means “give 
land.” There are three other ap- 
proaches to the Bhave movement: 
sampattidan which means give 
wealth; shramdan, give of one’s la- 
bor; buddhidan, give of one’s mind 
or intellectual effort. 

Thus a fundamental idea, deeply 
spiritual in nature, is being fused 
into the Indian revolution. While 
Hindu in its leadership, Bhave, like 
Gandhi, recognizes the great place 
which the teachings of Jesus have 
had in the creation of such concepts 
of life. Christians in India therefore 
give eager support to the Bhudan 
program. 

It is also significant that men of 
wealth are eagerly becoming a part 
of this type of revolutionary 
change, rather than bitterly oppos- 
ing all revolutionary change — as 
the wealthy in many other lands 
have done. On a visit in the home 
of the Mafatlal family in Bombay 
(one of the great textile dynasties of 
India), we learned with interest that 
they have given strong support to 
the Bhudan program, committing 
themselves and their influence to 
the belief that India must be 
changed first from within spiritual- 
ly. How far the Bhudan approach 
will be able to influence other areas 
of Indian life, where lethargy and 
corruption threaten disaster, re- 
mains to be seen. 

Besides the Bhudan movement 
there are numerous other individual- 
ly propelled projects for village im- 
provement. One of the most promi- 
nent is the “self-help” programs 
which was developed by B. L. Jalan 
of Calcutta, owner of jute and tex- 
tile mills and reputed to be one of 
India’s wealthiest men. The theme 
of the Jalan effort is that, because 
of overpopulation, India’s main 
burden has become unemployment 
and underemployment, but that this 
weight of manpower can be trans- 
formed into a capital asset if put to 
work on constructive projects. 

The Jalan plan — which exem- 
plifies the Bhudan thesis — solicits 
the pledge of each adult able vil- 
lager to donate an hour and a half 
per day to village improvement — 
thus it is “shramdan” or sharing of 
labor. This labor is used as “capital” 
to rebuild the roads between the 
villages and to build homes, public 
service centers, clinics and schools, 
etc., with materials (brick and tile) 
produced within the village itself. 
Road making comes first, since 
many villages are completely isolat- 
ed most of the year by paddy fields 
and jungle. Then brickmaking, aft- 
er the road is completed, starts the 
building program which transforms 
the community. In a comparatively 

(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


HE MEANING OF SUEZ: (Notes from Istanbul, Beirut, Tel Aviv, 

Teheran.) Through the eyes of the East, the Suez crisis is much 
more of a symbol than an event; it represents the last convulsive effort 
of the West to employ gunpowder diplomacy against the East. 

THE BRITISH AND FRENCH FUMBLED by calling a confer- 
ence on Suez without even consulting Egypt, the prime power involved; 
and the blundering show of military force is fifty years too late. To say 
that such gestures were needed to curb the “Cairo Hitler” reveals incredi- 
ble blindness, for Nasser acted in the knowledge that he had over half the 
world openly backing him. The press from Tokyo to Cairo reflects this 
support of Nasser. This is a hard lesson for London and Paris—proud old 
gentlemen grown feeble, but still shaking their sticks at the big boys who 
no longer fear to run through their gardens. 

THE CONTROL OF THE CANAL is also a military matter, 
though that angle is kept hushed. Egypt’s growing alignment with the 
Soviet bloc indicates Russia’s control of the canal in case of war. When 
London and Paris ran Suez, they kept their enemies out, excluding the 
Germans in World War I; Germany, Italy and Japan were all barred in 
World War Il, and already Egypt has excluded Israel’s ships. The U. S. 
shuts the Panama Canal to our foes during war, just as the Germans close 
the Kiel Canal. So a major issue is—who will control Suez in the next war? 

THE U. S. POSITION IS WEAK because we are asking Egypt to 
internationalize Suez but we will tolerate no such suggestion for the Pan- 
ama Canal. The U. S. official propaganda that the Panama Canal is “a 
unique strategical situation with only minor international or commercial 
significance” is not accepted. Your editor heard this point emphasized re- 
peatedly throughout the Eastern world in innumerable conversations with 
those who are friendly to the U. S. With the immense awakening of Asia, 
Africa and South America, the Panama Canal will soon be a most im- 
portant artery in world shipping. 

THE U. S. AND BRITAIN EVADED THE UNITED NATIONS 
on the Suez issue, thus further weakening the only instrumentality that 
can solve such problems today. An appeal to the United Nations now to 
break the stalemate will mark the recognition that war-like threats as 
diplomatic policy can no longer be attempted without ghastly risks. We 
may be grateful that Washington officials impressed this upon Prime Min- 
ister Eden while he was still stumbling in the dark with his shotgun. Suez 
teaches that the only alternative to war in a nuclear age is international 
authority. We have at least the beginnings of that in the UN, sadly weak- 
ened though it is by the U. S. policy of only cooperating with the UN 
when it goes our way, and by the Russian veto. 

NASSER’S GREATEST OFFENSE, however, is that he has 
shown the way to the nationalization of those resource in Asia which are 
being exploited by Western powers. This brought the howls and smears in 
ultra conservative political and press circles. Of course the problem 
chiefly concerns oil, but oil reaches deep into American politics and into 
the press. Nasser’s action has made a telling impact wherever American 
and British oil corporations are pumping out the black gold and splitting 
the huge profits with medieval monarchs who spend it in unbelievable ex- 
travagance on themselves and their harems while their people are still in 
rags. Nasser and the Egyptian revolutionaries have shown how to kick 
out a fat, rich and useless king, and how to take over the country’s re- 
sources in the name of the people. That will start things sooner or later. 
If the American oil corporations do not begin some maneuvering of their 
own to aid the progress of real democracy in the Near East and to insti- 
tute economic justice in the development and exploitation of the earth’s 
wealth, there will be some more explosions soon — and not just oil tanks. 

THE SUEZ CRISIS IS A WARNING that the world cannot go 
forward with the Western fringe of civilization profligate in its abundance 
while the rest of the world is half starved. The hungry areas with their 
teeming millions are awakening to the fact that much of the vital re- 
sources from which the fringe abundance is drawn comes out of the areas 
that are impoverished. This is no fable — aside from oil (much of which 
also comes from abroad), here are the most strategic necessities of our 
economy with the percentages that we require from foreign sources: 
natural rubber, 100 per cent, from Malaya, Indonesia, Thailand; tin, 100 
per cent, from Malaya, Indonesia, Bolivia; manganese, 93 per cent, from 
the Gold Coast of Africa, Union of South Africa, India; chromite, 100 per 
cent, from Union of South Africa, Philippines, Turkey; cobalt, 92 per 
cent, from Belgium Congo, N. Rhodesia, India, Canada; bauxite, 65 
per cent, Dutch Guiana, Indonesia, British Guiana; tungsten, 65 per cent, 
from Thailand, Bolivia. Nearly all jute comes from India, and an increas- 
ing amount of iron ore must now come from abroad; the same holds for 

(continued on NEXT page) 





Revolution by Sharing 

(continued) 
short time, a village can be entirely 
rebuilt with new homes and new 
community facilities, wells, drain. 
age, schools and clinics. The ma. 
jority of villages are still withoy 
schools which accounts for the ap. 
proximate 75 per cent illiteracy 
which blights India. When the yj]. 
lage transformation is completed, 
the people are then urged to con. 
tinue their work of brick and tile 
making, masonry and carpentry — 
skills they have learned as part of 
the program — that the village in. 
come may be permanently aug. 
mented. The bricks and other prod- 
ucts can be sold profitably to the 
state for the public building 
program. 

We visited several villages in 
Bengal where this plan is in opera- 
tion and later had tea in the Jalan 
mansion in Calcutta with leaders of 
the movement. In inaugurating the 
program, the multimillionaire jin- 
dustrialist himself learned _ brick- 
making and masonry and worked 
with his own hands to break down 
caste prejudices which dictated that 
only the lower castes do such work. 
The self-help village program is an- 
other revolutionary effort that aims 
at achieving village rehabilitation 
through developing initiative within 
the villagers themselves, rather than 
imposing reforms on them from 
above. It is in accord with the spirit 
of the Bhudan movement which has 
such great appeal to Indians of all 
classes. 


The Darker Side 

UNEMPLOYMENT is a crush- 
ing weight on every village and 
city. In the villages, where agricul- 
ture is the chief occupation, there 
is much underemployment because 
only one crop a year is possible in 
most sections at present. (When a 
wider system of dams and canals 
are developed, irrigation will make 
possible two crops a year.) In the 
towns and cities, where schools 
have been available, millions of rea- 
sonably well educated persons can 
find no work to which they can de- 
vote their full energies. In front of 
Government employment offices in 
provincial cities, one can see almost 
any day a crowd of well dressed 
young men waiting patiently but 
rather hopelessly for job calls. 
Though India is desperately short 
of schools, many qualified teachers 
cannot find jobs and school salaries 
are very low — because the village 
and town economies cannot yet 
support schools and the central 


Government program hasn’t begun 
to cover the country. And while 
every phase of business and indus- 
try is underdeveloped, the lags in 
organization leave many trained 


people without work. 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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The Darker Side 


(continued) 

Until such gaps are joined, there 
will be a disillusioned frustrated ele- 
ment to whom communism makes 
q strong appeal as a method of 
speeding up the change—as a 
“cause” into which they may pour 
their energies, to which they can 
afix their ideals. Communist leaders 
in India expect their cause to “take 
fire’? some day among the millions 
of educated unemployed and under- 
employed — men and women who 
are trained to design, to build, to 
teach, but can find no outlet for 
their training and energies. 

OVERPOPULATION is a chief 


cause Of unemployment — and the 


population is increasing at the rate 
of about 5 million each year, and 
the rate of increase is expected to 
reach 7 million a year very shortly. 
(Partly because public health meas- 
ures have increased the life span 
and decreased infant mortality.) 
Birth control information is widely 
publicized but has not yet made 
much of a dent on the burgeoning 
birth rate. In the 500,000 villages 
dwell 85 per cent of the population; 
agriculture is the way of life, but 
the “farms” are miniature — aver- 
aging little more than one acre. The 
result is a stark, aching poverty 
hard to comprehend. The problem 
has become visibly more acute since 
our previous visits in these same 
areas in past years. The surplus 
population in the villages drift to 
the cities in search of work. The 
Government of India is planning 
much expansion in both industry 
and agriculture — with new irriga- 
tion projects that will bring more 
land into cultivation and greatly 
increase total productivity. But 
the most ambitious programs in 
sight will not remotely counter- 
balance the population growth. 
“Nothing short of a social miracle 
will save us,” said a leading edu- 
cator. 

Many Indian intellectuals believe 
that as the general level of educa- 
tion and the standard of living are 
lifted, the population growth will 
automatically control itself, that as 
the Indian people become better 
educated, they will desire a higher 
standard of living, realizing this is 
only possible with smaller families. 
Yet Japan, with almost 100 per cent 
literacy, as against India’s 75 per 
cent illiteracy, also suffers from 
overpopulation. Perhaps in both 
Japan and India, birth control 
measures will gradually change this 
trend. 

CORRUPTION in government 
greatly handicaps Indian progress. 
An engineer-manager of a large for- 
eign company which has operated 
extensively in India for many dec- 
ades told us that his company has 


often been compelled to add 50 per 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


copper, lead and zinc, as well as many chemicals and drugs. The Ameri- 
can economy would soon stop dead without these resources. 

Every year in Asia and Africa more thousands are graduating from 
college, universities and technical schools — young people alerted to the 
meaning and value of their own national resources and the rights of 
their own people to these resources. For this reason, Suez should be 
looked upon as a sign, a symbol of new attitudes, new world viewpoints 
that will have to be met. These adjustments can be made constructively, 
wondrously in a new spirit of sharing — or, rejecting this, we become 
victims of distrust, fear, hatred and violence. 


HE ANATOMY OF REVOLUTION: (Notes from Bombay, Agra 

and Delhi.) In our last issue, India’s revolution was described as be- 
ing as important as Russia’s. If the non-violent, democratic revolution in 
India succeeds, the millions throughout Asia and Africa will know that 
they can change their world and catch up with modern life — without 
giving up their freedoms, their way of mind and soul to fanatics of dialec- 
tic materialism. It will be the greatest political, economic and spiritual 
victory men have seen in this century, perhaps in many centuries. Con- 
trary to popular American ideas, Nehru and his Government represent a 
bulwark against communism not only in India but in all free Asia. 

IF THE INDIAN REVOLUTION FAILS, many smaller states 
will be caught in the vortex of the Marxist tides whirling about Red China 
and India, the two most populous nations on earth, with the oldest and 
richest cultural traditions. If India caves in, our multi-billion dollar mili- 
tary bastions in Asia will be swept aside like weathered toys — unless we 
are prepared to drop atom bombs... . and where will that lead? 

THE CRISIS IS DESPERATE for India because, as the second 
largest nation, it has the world’s lowest standard of living, with tens of 
millions awakened to the hope that something better is possible for them. 
The Indian people think of Russia as part of their world and are aware 
that standards of living and opportunities for the common people have ris- 
en notably there during the past generation, despite a destructive war. 

RED CHINA HOLDS INDIA’S ATTENTION ALSO. The In- 
dian press is replete with diagrams and graphs showing China’s increase 
in production of steel, coal, machines,, railroads, and in her improvement 
in health services and education. Leading Indian editors, economists and 
educators, who have toured Red China lately, are being widely quoted, 
their reports describing the improvement in basic living conditions 
throughout China. The Indian observers did not hedge, however, on the 
matter of tyranny and ruthless compulsion in the Communist program. 

“The Communist revolutionary technique requires a dictatorship,” 

(continued on NEXT page) 


The Darker Side 


(continued) 

cent to cost estimates of its work 
to allow for bribes and gifts to 
Government employees with whom 
they must deal. Since India has a 
semi-Socialist Government, the state 
is associated in many business ac- 
tivities, thus few companies, large 
or small, can operate without hav- 
ing to work with or through Gov- 
ernment agencies; and in certain 
areas of Government bureaucracy, 
nothing can be done till you “grease 
the right palms.” The depressive ef- 
fect of this on Indian business is 
incalculable, and is linked with the 
corruption that flourishes in the 
Indian Government’s five year pro- 
gram construction work. Contrac- 
tors, construction firms and engi- 
neering concerns fling up new mil- 
lionaires overnight, while the peo- 
ple remain as poor as before. 

It should be added, however, 
that there is no more of this in In- 
dia —if as much —than in Thai- 
land, Pakistan, Japan and else- 
where, where American millions 
have been poured in through U. S. 
military expenditures. Huge sums 
hurriedly spent in the establishment 
and maintenance of U. S. military 
bases by officers and civilians, who 
are accustomed to American costs 
and procedures, create unbelievably 
upside - down economic conditions 
in areas where labor earns 30¢ a 
day. An American consular em- 
ployee estimated that five million- 
aires had been made by every U. S. 
officer above major in rank, in the 
natural course of America’s profli- 
gate military spending. India also 
deserves considerable credit for 
having kept her currency at a realis- 
tic value. This has eliminated a 
black market in money such as ex- 
ists in Burma and Turkey where the 
currency is pegged at absurd levels. 

THE CASTE SYSTEM is still a 
great burden on business enterprise 
in India, although the situation is 
improving. Today’s business firms 
tend to ignore caste lines in hiring, 
and caste is not rigidly followed in 
business associations. Nonetheless, 
the spirit of caste remains, and em- 
ployees will not, as a rule, do things 
that are not traditionally suited to 
their cast or social levels. Mechan- 
ics often will not pick up tools or 
equipment from the floor, hence a 
pressing new job may be delayed 
until the proper apprentice or lackey 
appears. A filing clerk or book- 
keeper will not attend to windows 
and doors for ventilation; broken 
glass on the floor may make inac- 
cessible a file cabinet to the bare 
footed office staff—until the 
“sweeper” can be found to clean 
up the glass. The traveler witnesses 
this wastefulness of caste even in 
his hotel. The hall porter makes the 


bed but will not touch floor, bath 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





The Darker Side 


(continued) 
or clothing; a parade of different 
servants are constantly coming and 
going — to do what one room maid 
in a Western hotel will complete 
in one trip. 

Linked to this is an even greater 
problem of caste that touches in- 
dustry in India with a deadening 
hand. The average young graduate 
engineer, electronics specialist or 
technical expert will not soil his 
hands or feet on a project; the 
“oraduate” usually expects to oper- 
ate as a “gentleman at a desk.” He 
simply doesn’t understand the 
American engineer or highly trained 
expert with several university de- 
grees who. shod in muddy boots 
and with his sleeves rolled up, will 
quickly pick up any tool with his 
own hands if necessary. In India 
the work gets done at last, but by 
the long hard costly route with 
many mistakes that might easily be 
avoided and are only corrected in 
the most wasteful and expensive 
manner. India progresses despite 
such mountainous barriers in the 
path of change, because millions 
of young Indians are tackling them 
in a spirit that makes miracles 
possible. 

In Russia and China, millions of 
young men and women have 
thrown their lives into the task of 
remaking their worlds; they have 
abandoned all for “the cause,” sur- 
rendering their freedom that future 
generations may escape hunger 
and poverty. We have encountered 
a number of these young Commu- 
nist enthusiasts during recent 
months, as well as on other trips 
to Russia and China, for they fan 
out in. all directions to carry their 
message across the world. But the 
young Indians we have met have 
the same glowing dedication 
along with a dream in their 
hearts, an image of the nobility and 
sanctity of human personality. “We 
must change through the demo- 
cratic process, through individual 
initiative — through spiritual con- 
secration.” . . . Over and over we 
heard such words. Yet it is this very 
inward freedom which Marxism de- 
mands be abandoned in pursuit of 
the philosophy of “dialectic scien- 
tific materialism.” Few in the West 
realize how important this differ- 
ence between democracy and com- 
munism is to the Indian. It is so vi- 
tal a part of the Indian character 
that most Indians cannot concieve 
of India’s going Communist. Others 
who are more realistic will add 
those familiar words that echo 
across Asia “—if we just have 
time enough—.” 

One cannot meet such young In- 
dians day after day — teachers, 


businessmen, peasant leaders, labor 
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commented a noted Indian economist and a former adviser to Nehru 
with whom we had the privilege of dining in Delhi at the Quaker Center. 
Then he asked, “But can these changes be brought about in our crowded 
land without the discipline of a dictatorship?” That is the key question be- 
ing asked in India and, it should be added, throughout all Asia. 

THEN, IS INDIA GOING COMMUNIST? The answer is “No— 
unless all else fails.” The revolutionary agenda of “progressive industriali- 
zation” which Nehru’s Congress party has adopted stands between the oth- 
er three contesting political forces in India: the conservatives, the 
Ghandian Socialists and the Communists. 

NEHRU HAS HELD HIS OWN against all of these groups by 
taking something from each. The conservatives — the rich and powerful 
industrialists and estate owners — seek to return to the old ways by fos- 
tering a new paternalism, by reviving village artcraft and improving agri- 
culture. The conservatives denounce everything from the West, blaming 
all of India’s present troubles upon Western influence. Nehru, while 
pushing industrialization and land reform, has protected the principle of 
private ownership, and, by following a course quite independent of West- 
ern influence, he has further kept the support of the powerful conserva- 
tives. He has held the backing of the Gandhian Socialists by adhering to a 
semi-socialistic control over major business enterprises, by encouraging 
village co-ops and by promoting many aspects of the welfare state. Nehru 
counters the Communist party’s efforts by a strong drive to increase in- 
dustrial production, making more jobs, raising wages, encouraging the 
labor unions so that India will not have a “voiceless, exploited proletariat.” 

BY TAKING THE BEST FROM EACH CONTENDING PO- 
LITICAL FORCE, Nehru has built a program that has united India for 
a gigantic effort. Yet it is entirely voluntary, a great achievement in this 
era of violence and dictatorships. The accusation that Nehru is commu- 
nistic is completely false. His efforts to be friendly to Russia and China, 
his neighbors, does not make him “communistic” except to the bigoted 
or the ignorant. 

NEHRU’S OWN PERSONALITY, including his many faults, his 
long association with Gandhi, his Brahman background, his cosmopolitan- 
ism, all contribute to the make-up of the most remarkable political figure 
of our day. His impatience and hot temper are important aspects of the 
man, for in these moments he says things which no one else can discuss. 
In attacks on superstition, he has told the Indian people that they have 
“a cow-dung civilization.” The conservative Hindus consequently de- 
nounce his “agnosticism” and his failure to adhere to the Indian traditions 
of cow worship and charge him with a lack of “spirituality.” But Nehru 
is striking at one of the main causes of India’s abysmal poverty and leth- 
argy — the filth-ridden, progress-defying superstitions which those of 
high estate usually blandly ignore. 

Many believe that India’s political future hinges upon the second 
five-year program which is just now beginning. It is very ambitious, per- 
haps too ambitious, in that it assumes increases in taxable income, growth 
of industrial production and employment, which may not materialize be- 
cause of the lack of aid from abroad. Or because of too much self-seek- 
ing and corruption within India’s own political life. Or because of a busi- 
ness slump in the West. 

RUSSIA WILL STAND READY if the Indian revolution fails. 
And, as dilatory and irresponsible as the Soviets often are in filling trade 
contracts, they are always able to marshall goods, technical manpower — 
or even gold — whenever, wherever they really need it. With the failure 
of the democratic system in India, the Communist party would spring to 
life on every campus, in every labor union and factory compound where 
they could get a foothold. If you have ever seen how a small demonstra- 
tion in the streets of an Indian city can swell suddenly to oceanic propor- 
tions, you can easily visualize this. 

The Indians feel secure from communism because of the spiritual 
and individualistic character of their people and explain that even their 
Hindu religion is a highly individualistic matter, without hierarchy, and 
with a dogma that is self-perpetuating and based on a creative tradition 
of ritual largely developed by the worshippers themselves. The Indians 
also feel a security against communism in the peasants’ lack of initia- 
tive — forgetting that Marxism has never been fomented among the 
“downtrodden” or inert masses but rather by small groups of frustrated 
but dedicated intellectuals who take up the cause of the masses. 

The next five years will be very crucial for India and for the 
world. A great struggle will be won or lost in a field of combat beyond the 
reach of air carriers, jets or atom bombs — in an area where only God 
can work. (For further details on India today, see page 1, col. 3.) 


The Darker Side 


(continued) 
organizers, of all backgrounds, of 
both Christian and non-Christian 
faiths — without realizing that be. 
hind them is a motivating power 
that has stirred the world more 
deeply than any other force, which 
first sprang to life 2000 years ago 
with the words, “I came, that ye 
might have life, and life abundant,” 

RELIGION, both Hinduism and 
Mohammedianism, permeates al] 
areas of community and individual 
life in India. When the Indians 
speak of religion as a_ bulwark 
against communism, they have 
something much more real in mind 
than Americans do when they make 
the same statement. For in the 
U. S., millions maintain religious af- 
filiations but only a comparatively 
small percentage are actively re- 
ligious, few pray daily and most 
churches are dark and empty all 
week. In India, temples and 
mosques are always open, with 
many worshippers coming and go- 
ing constantly, for religion is not rel- 
egated to certain days of the week. 

If communism continues to fight 
religion, it will encounter in India a 
great mountain of creed and dogma 
that will be very hard to move. In- 
dian leaders feel quite secure in 
this thought — perhaps too secure, 
There are two factors that can 
break this barrier: (1) the changing 
attitude towards religion within the 
Communist movement, and (2) the 
flagrant superstitions in Hindu prac- 
tice with which any strong modern 
social advance will inevitably clash 
and from which the Indian masses 
must be delivered if they are to es- 
cape from the stagnation and star- 
vation that now press upon them. 

In Russia today, the failure of 
communism to destroy the church 
is causing a reappraisal of the 
whole Marxist doctrinaire as it is 
related to religion. In India, on the 
other hand, if millions of Indians 
begin to starve (and starve they 
will if population growth continues 
at the present rate and the Indian 
revolution fails to produce mit 
acles), a powerful group of disci 
plined revolutionaries will capitalize 
on “the subjugation and impover- 
ishment of the masses by supersti- 
tion while the priestly castes and 
privileged classes fatten on the 
misery of the poor.” 

It must be remembered that the 
Russian people never turned against 
the church — it was the powerful 
Bolshevik minority that unleashed 
a devastating propaganda drive 
against the church which exposed 
its absurd superstitions, outlawed 
the priestly class and drove the 
peasants from the church. Religion 
in India today will be vulnerable 
the same kind of purging attack. 

















